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Pirbright Village News Issue 657

 June 2025

We’re thrilled to share that last month’s launch of the new 
services at St. Michael’s, Pirbright, and St. Marks, Wyke, 
was a huge success! Our Traditional Services welcomed 
both familiar faces and newcomers—some of whom 
were joining us for the first time. Then our Contemporary 
Worship Services brought energy, joy, and heartfelt worship 
to a room full of people hungry to encounter God. Across 
both services there were over 100 people gathered—an 
encouraging sign that God is at work in this new chapter. 

To help live out this vision, we’re excited to be stepping into 
this new service plan—one that creates space for people at 
all stages of faith to worship, explore, and encounter Jesus 
in ways that are meaningful to them. Whether through a 
more traditional liturgy or a contemporary expression of 
praise, our aim is the same: to meet people where they are 
and lead them into the life Jesus offers.

At the heart of our community vision is a simple but 
powerful call: to see new people come. We believe that 
Jesus calls us to open our doors wide - to welcome in those 
who don’t yet know Him, and to offer a place of belonging, 
love, and transformation.

Our community is not just 
for those already here, but 
for everyone seeking truth, 
hope, and a home. 

Bring a friend. Invite a 
neighbour. Let’s be bold 
in sharing what Jesus has 
given us and offer it freely 
to those around us. 

Let’s be a community that 
truly lives out the love 
of Christ - welcoming, 
inviting, growing. 

Revd George Watkinson

In this month’s 
Newsletter

100+ Celebrate 
New Launch page 1

St. Michael and     
All Angels page 2, 3

Pirbright Parish 
Council page 4

Local Hero page 4

Gardening Tips 
page 7

Calendar page 8

New Email Address for        
Pirbright Village Newsletter
Pirbright Village Newsletter         
now has a new email address! 
Please send all content to      
editor@pirbrightvillagenews.
org.uk instead of sending it via 
Julia.
Huge thanks to Julia for all the 
support during this transition.

Community Groups 
page 5, 6, 7

Over 100 Gather as New Services Launch with Joy and 
Purpose 

11.15am All Age Service at  
St. Mark’s Church Hall GU3 2DA

9.30am Contemporary Worship Service 

9.30am Traditional Holy Communion

10.00am Joint Service with 

9.30am Traditional Holy Communion

 NEW WORSHIP TIMES
St Michael’s Church Pirbright

8.00am Said Communion 

10.00am Church on the Green

11.15am Contemporary Worship Service 

1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

pirbrightchurch.org.uk

St. Mark’s Church GU3 2DA

Lord Pirbright’s Hall

St. Mark’s Church

(location: see website) 

St. Michael’s and All Angels 
Church Church Lane 
Pirbright GU24 0JJ
St Mark’s Church Wyke        
Guildford Road Normandy 
GU3 2DA
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St. M
ichael and All Angels C

hurch

3

Explore, D
iscover, and Enjoy Pirbright O

pen G
ardens Returns!

P
irbright O

pen G
ardens 14th June from

 11am
 to 5pm

(including a Fam
ily N

ature D
ay in the churchyard)

It’s back, by popular request, a hig
hlig

ht of the sum
m

er, and a chance to 
sneak a peek into the hidden gardens of P

irbright! 

A
nother red-letter w

eekend for your diary, so m
ake a note of it now

. These 
are not show

 g
ardens, but labours of love, and visitors are not looking

 for 
perfection, just enjoying

 creativity, natural beauty and a different view
 of 

the village w
e live in. Tickets on sale, £7 per adult – under 16s g

o free! 
Tickets can be purchased in advance by contacting

 
helenw

elliew
hitw

orth@
btinternet.com

 or on the day from
 10:45am

 to 
4:45pm

 in P
irbright C

hurchyard
.

To add to this event there w
ill be fun activities for all in the churchyard 

during
 the day, including

 insect and flow
er idents, scavenger hun

t, 
hedgehog house building

, as w
ell as learning

 m
ore about how

 P
irbrig

ht 
church is striving

 to be g
reener. This w

ill be led by our Eco team
. W

e’d love 
you to join us and, just so you know

, cream
 teas w

ill be on sale during
 the 

day!

St. M
ichael and All Angels C

hurch

CHURCH ON
 THE GREEN

22nd June at
10am

 

W
e are taking

 a sum
m

er b
reak o

n July and
A

ug
ust, see yo

u ag
ain o

n 28
th Sep

tem
b

er 
w

hen C
hurch o

n the G
reen returns!

Lo
rd

 P
irb

rig
ht’s H

all G
U

24
 0

JE

p
irb

rig
h
tch

u
rch

.org
.u
k

Jo
in us fo

r a B
B

Q
 and

 a b
o

uncy castle

after the service

St M
ichael’s P

irb
rig

ht &
 St M

ark’s W
yke

Everything w
e do at St M

ichael’s C
hurch is m

ade
possible by your praying, by your serving, and by
your giving. In order to allow

 us to continue the
w

ork w
e are doing in the com

m
unity please consider

m
aking a donation via the Q

R code or visit the
church w

ebsite:
pirbrightchurch.org.uk/parishgivingschem

e.htm

Thank you for your generosity.

ST. M
ICHAEL’S CHURCH PIRBRIGHT 

pirbrightchurch.org.uk



Pirbright Parish C
ouncil

Annual Parish Assem
bly

This year’s R
eport to all parishioners 

took place on W
ednesday 30th 

A
pril 2025. The P

arish C
ouncil w

as 
disappointed at the low

 turn-out 
as a lot of w

ork g
oes into putting

 
tog

ether the event and the R
eports 

g
iven by the C

hair of the P
arish 

C
ouncil, C

hair of the LP
H

 Trustees 
and the various g

uest speakers.  P
P

C
 

does have a w
ebsite w

w
w

.pirbright-
pc.gov.uk and also a Facebook page. 
W

e also use the local W
hatsA

pp 
groups to circulate new

s and 
goings-on’s so m

aybe parishioners 
feel w

ell inform
ed and do not feel 

the need to attend the A
nnual 

M
eeting

? If this is the case that’s 
g

reat how
ever, if you do not feel 

inform
ed or have a suggestion

 as 
to how

 to increase com
m

unication 
and com

m
unity liaison

, please g
et 

in touch.

4
5

Local H
ero

Support Liv’s School M
ission – to Transform

 Young Lives! 

Best of British: Join Us for 
Annual Village Fair This August!
W

ith a ‘B
est of B

ritish’ them
e the 

annual villag
e fair w

ill take place on 
Saturday 30th A

ugust. C
om

e and 
celebrate the best of us w

ith lots 
of entertainm

ent planned for the 
day including

 M
orris dancing

, crazy 
g

olf, vintag
e cars, a dog

 show
, dog

 
ag

ility dem
onstration, local bands, 

fi
eld day style children’s races, craft 

stalls, jiu jitsu - and m
ore! If you 

w
ould like to lend a hand on the day 

or perhaps you’re a local business 
w

ho w
ould like to advertise in the 

prog
ram

m
e please do drop us a line 

on pirbrightvillagefair@
gm

ail.com

P
irbrig

ht’s w
onderful Liv D

em
psey is looking for any clothing

, shoes or 
book donations as part of her am

azing
 w

ork as H
ead of Farnborough 

G
range N

ursery &
 Infant School. Liv lives in Vapery Lane and is w

orking
 

tirelessly to m
ake a difference to the school w

hich she has broug
ht out 

of special m
easures in a very short period of tim

e.  Liv and her team
 are 

looking
 for any clothes, shoes, books etc that you are looking

 to recycle. 
She has introduced lots of new

 initiatives including
 ‘John’s P

lot’; a 
veg

etable g
arden only m

ade possible by a w
onderful P

irbrig
ht resident.  

So if you are sorting
 throug

h your clothing
 please drop it round to Liv’s. 

Just contact the C
lerk or Liv directly - anything

 you 
can g

ive w
ill be g

ratefully received. 
Liv’s em

ail: head@
farnboroughgrange.hants.sch.uk 

C
lerk’s details: 07485 411214 

clerk@
pirbright-pc.gov.uk

A
 link to the full C

hair’s R
eports for 

both P
P

C
 and LP

H
 can be found on 

the P
P

C
 w

ebsite under the “Latest 
N

ew
s” tab. The C

hair of P
P

C
 is D

avid 
W

oollett, Vice C
hair is Lindsay G

ra-
ham

 and the other C
ouncillors are 

P
eter A

ustin, K
eith R

ow
e, N

ic Sands, 
Sarah Sm

all and M
ark W

atson. 
A

ll C
ouncillors w

elcom
e direct       

engagem
ent w

ith parishioners and 
are happy to talk to residents about 
any issues that m

ay be concerning
 

them
 and you can contact them

 via 
the w

ebsite or if you see them
 out 

and about in the village. 

Pirbright Tw
inning Association Survey

P
irbrig

ht Tw
inning

 A
ssociation has been established for 33 years and is 

based on a long
-standing

 friendship w
ith the people of C

ag
ny, France. 

W
e even have a road (“A

venue de C
agny”) nam

ed to com
m

em
orate this 

valued relationship
.

W
e’d very m

uch appreciate if you could take 5 m
inutes to com

plete this 
survey, so that w

e can continue supporting
 the com

m
unity for years to 

com
e. P

lease either use the Q
R

 code below
 or type this link into your 

brow
ser https://form

s.cloud.m
icrosoft/r/8JTB

vSN
TZy

The survey is open to anyone receiving
 the P

irbrig
ht Villag

e N
ew

sletter.
Thank you in advanced!

C
om

m
unity G

roups

Pirbright Village Fair Best of British
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 June G
ardening tips 

N
ow

 is the tim
e to divide bearded irises, 

replant sections that have tw
o or m

ore 
fans on them

. K
eep w

atering
 plants, 

especially new
ly planted ones, young

 
veg

etables, containers and hang
ing

 
baskets.  P

rotect plants from
 slug

s and 
snails. C

ut dow
n oriental poppies to 

g
round level after they have flow

ered, 
and they w

ill send up new
 foliag

e. C
heck 

roses for sig
ns of blackspot, aphids and 

leaf rolling
 saw

fly dam
ag

e.  C
ut dow

n 
daffodil bulbs now

 as it has been at least 
6 w

eeks since they flow
ered. Thin out or 

trim
 back C

lem
atis M

ontana if it needs 
controlling

. Trim
 everg

reen hedg
es, but 

check for nesting
 birds fi

rst and w
ait until 

they have fledg
ed. K

eep dead heading
 

sum
m

er bedding
, early flow

ering
 

perennials and repeat flow
ering

 roses to 
encourag

e m
ore flow

ers. 
P

inch out tips of new
 g

row
th on fi

g
s at 

the end of m
onth, w

hen the shoots have 
5 leaves. Stop cutting

 asparag
us now

 and 
topdress w

ith a g
eneral purpose fertilizer. 

Thin fruit on young
 or heavily bearing

 
fruit trees, after the June drop, to im

prove 
size and quality. N

et soft fruit bushes to 
stop the birds taking

 the fruit. R
em

ove 
side shoots from

 cordon g
row

n tom
atoes.  

First early potatoes can be harvested 
w

hen they beg
in to flow

er.  P
lant out 

sw
eetcorn in blocks, rather than row

s as 
this w

ill aid pollination. P
rune ornam

ental 
cherries after flow

ers have faded.  K
eep 

pruning
 cuts to a m

inim
um

 as they do 
not heal w

ell and can allow
 in diseases 

such as canker.
R

eg
ularly m

ow
 law

ns, m
ow

ing
 in 

different directions to prevent w
ear 

patterns and to encourag
e uprig

ht 
g

row
th. A

 hig
h-nitrog

en sum
m

er law
n 

fertilizer can be applied if there isn’t 
droug

ht conditions.
A

nd w
hy not take a day off from

 
g

ardening
 and g

o and see som
e of the 

lovely open g
ardens in P

irbrig
ht on 14th 

June. See advert in the edition

Pirbright C
ountry M

arket
The C

ountry M
arket is open every 

Thursday from
 10:00am

 to 11:15am
 in 

Lord P
irbrig

ht’s H
all. C

om
e along

 and 
enjoy a variety of local produce and 
g

oods!

Pirbright H
orticultural Society 

Everyone in P
irbrig

ht should by now
 have 

received throug
h their door a copy of the 

schedule for the P
H

S A
nnual Show

, w
hich 

is held on Saturday 19th July 2025.  D
o 

read throug
h it and try to enter one or 

tw
o classes - the m

ore entries, the better 
the Show

!
Join us for our m

onthly m
eeting

 on 
Tuesday, 10th June 7pm

 at B
arn H

ouse, 
The G

reen, G
U

24 0JT by kind perm
ission 

of P
at and M

ary Straker. W
e w

ill m
eet 

from
 7pm

 in their garden for a chat w
ith 

tea and cake and w
ith possible plants for 

sale For m
ore inform

ation, please em
ail 

secretary@
pirbrighthort.co.uk

You can fi
nd m

ore inform
ation on our 

w
ebsite at pirbrighthort.co.uk and on 

Facebook at P
irbright H

orticultural 
Society, P

irbright V
illage, Surrey.

 Pirbright W
I

There w
ill be no m

eeting
 this m

onth at the 
hall. Instead, a planned outing

 has been 
arrang

ed to the R
ural Life M

useum
 at 

Tilford on Tuesday 17th June. 
The W

I serve refreshm
ents every 

Thursday m
orning from

 10:00am
 to 

11:15am
 in Lord P

irbright’s H
all. 

If you’re visiting
 the C

ountry M
arket, w

hy 
not join us for a w

arm
 drink and a chat? 

For m
ore inform

ation, contact Irene 
D

redge on 01483 233279 or em
ail 

irenedredge@
outlook.com

. W
e’d love to 

see you there! 

C
om

m
unity G

roups
C

om
m

unity G
roups

Pirbright Players present Ladies D
ay

For one day only on Saturday 7th June 
join us at P

irbright V
illage H

all for a 
light-hearted afternoon at 2:00pm

 or 
evening of entertainm

ent at 7:30pm
. 

D
ust off your best hat and g

et ready for a 
day at the races as w

e present our com
e-

dy about four w
om

en w
ho take a day off 

from
 a H

ull fi
sh plant, dress up in outra-

g
eous outfi

ts, and visit York R
acecourse. 

H
ere they fi

nd out secrets about each 
other, place an accum

ulator bet, discuss 
love and m

eet various dubious characters. 
This is a funny and heart-w

arm
ing play 

about four ordinary w
om

en having an 
extraordinary day out.
Tickets w

ill be on sale throug
hTicketm

as-
ter, further inform

ation can be found on 
our w

ebsite: 
pirbrightplayers.spanglefi

sh.org

Royal British Legion
H

aving
 enjoyed the VE D

ay celebrations, 
w

e are now
 w

orking
 tow

ards VJ D
ay in 

A
ug

ust, if you have any m
em

orabilia you 
could share w

ith us for our exhibition, w
e 

w
ould be very g

rateful. W
e can be found 

in the Fox Inn, Fox C
orner at our reg

ular 
m

onthly m
eeting

 at 8pm
 on M

onday 9th 
June or via the num

ber below
. 

C
ontact A

nne H
aw

kins on 01252 404276

Raw
lins C

lub
The R

aw
lins C

lub held its fi
rst m

eeting 
on O

ctober 1951 in the school room
 in 

The O
ld H

ouse in P
irbrig

ht w
ith a g

rand 
total of 8 m

em
bers! It w

as the idea of 
M

rs G
eraldine R

aw
lins to create a club 

for the over 60’s and w
ith the help of 

Sylvia Ellenberg
er and M

arg
ery D

ow
ling

 
this is w

here it all beg
an. 

U
nfortunately, G

eraldine R
aw

lins passed 
aw

ay soon afterw
ards hence the nam

e of 
the club in her honour. D

ue to its success, 
the club outg

rew
 the orig

inal venue and 
fi

nally took residence in P
irbright V

illage 
H

all in 1993. 
M

eetings are held are on the second 
Friday of every m

onth
 betw

een           
2pm

 -4pm
 for a entrance fee of £2.

For this our m
em

bers are offered 
afternoon tea, w

hich includes 
sandw

iches and cake w
ith a talk or 

occasional m
usic session

 and w
e fi

nish
 

the afternoon w
ith a raffle. 

In addition, w
e offer an outing in M

ay, 
a Sum

m
er B

B
Q

 in June and a G
arden 

P
arty in July. W

e have a break in A
ug

ust 
but resum

e in Septem
ber throug

h to 
D

ecem
ber w

hen our year fi
nishes w

ith a 
very popular C

hristm
as Lunch

 W
e have 

a dedicated com
m

ittee plus helpers w
ho 

run the club. W
e endeavour to provide 

a happy social afternoon and w
elcom

e 
any new

 m
em

bers w
ho w

ould like to 
experience w

hat w
e have to offer. W

e 
look forw

ard to seeing
 you!!

The R
aw

lins C
lub Sum

m
er B

B
Q

 at Lord 
P

irbright’s H
all from

 12.30pm
 - 3.30pm

.
For further details, please contact D

enise 
G

ranger on 01483 472070.

Pirbright Tw
inning Association

Enjoy a delicious sum
m

er B
B

Q
 w

ith fellow
 

m
em

bers and friends of the P
irbrig

ht 
Tw

inning
 A

ssociation on Sunday 29th June 
2025 at 12:00pm

 at in Lord P
irbright’s H

all.
N

ew
 and existing

 m
em

bers are m
ost 

w
elcom

e.
Tickets are available from

 G
eorg

e Lane 
treasurer.tw

inning@
gm

ail.com
P

aym
ent please via bank transfer (B

A
C

S) 
to account nam

e:  P
irbrig

ht Tw
inning

 
A

ssociation
A

ccount N
o: 93560249 Sort code:  51-81-22

A
ny issues please contact Jon Lopez 

077800 66142 or A
lex H

enneberg 
07736596615.
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Pirbright Community Calendar June 2025

Pirbright Village News is produced and delivered by volunteers on behalf of    
St. Michael and All Angels Church and Pirbright Parish Council. 

Editors: Gemma Hyland, Heidi Gower and Jo Hurst.
Please send content to our new email editor@pirbrightvillagenews.org.uk

St. Michael and All Angels Church
Vicar: Rev George Watkinson  
georgealbionwatkinson@gmail.com  
07711944327   

Admin: admin@pirbrightchurch.org.uk 
07984323709   

Website: www.pirbrightchurch.org.uk

Pirbright Parish Council  
Parish Clerk: Helen Myers,  
clerk@pirbright-pc.gov.uk  07485 411214  

Chair of the PPC: David Woollett 

Parish website: www.pirbright-pc.gov.uk   

Lord Pirbright’s Hall: Catherine Loots   
07494 485056 LPH@pirbright-pc.gov.uk

Date Time Event

Sun 1st 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St. Michael’s Pirbright   
 11.15 am All Age Service at St. Mark’s Wyke Church Hall

Tue 4th 10.00am Craft, Coffee and Chat Church Room at St Michael’s Pirbright 

Sat 7th 2.00pm & 7.30pmPirbright Players present Ladies Day

Sun 8th 8.00am Said Communion Service at St. Michael’s Pirbright   
 9.30am Contemporary Worship Service at St. Michael’s Pirbright  
 5.00pm Taizé service at St. Mark’s Wyke

Mon 9th 8.00pm Royal British Legion at The Fox at Fox Corner

Tue 10th 7.00pm Pirbright Horticultural Society at Barn House The Green GU24 0JT

Fri 13th 12.30-3.30pm  The Rawlins Club BBQ at Lord Pirbright’s Hall

Sat 14th          11.00-5.00pm  Pirbright Open Gardens      
 12.00-4.00pm Family Nature Day in the Churchyard at St. Michael’s Pirbright

Sun 15th 9.30am Holy Communion Service at St. Michael’s Pirbright    
 11.15 am Contemporary Worship Service at St. Mark’s Wyke   
 10.00-3.00pm Pirbright Horticultural Society Annual Plant Sale at 5 West Heath 
 7.30pm Prayer meeting St. Michael’s Pirbright 

Tue 17th 10.15am Said Communion Service at St. Michael’s Pirbright  

Sat 21st 10.00-12.00pm Operation Churchyard at St. Michael’s Pirbright

Sun 22nd  10.00am Church on The Green at Lord Pirbright’s Hall

Sun 29th 10.00am Joint Holy Communion Service at St. Mark’s Wyke

Every Mon 10.00 - 11.30am Angel Tots at St. Michael’s Pirbright (during term time)

Every Thur  10.00 - 11.15am  Refreshments with WI at Lord Pirbright’s Hall

Every Thur 10.00 - 11.15am  Pirbright Country Market at Lord Pirbright’s Hall


